ETHICS IN HISTORY
strength of a constitutional monarchy and the ability to
resist blockade in time of imperialist war, lives always
on the brink of disaster. Six months of blockade of her
merchant fleet might create the conditions of bloody
revolution in England, especially when the re-
volutionaries, like the Russian Bolsheviks in 1917,
would be in a position to suggest immediate peace with
the enemy, thus securing food once more to the
population. Yet, on account of the technical develop-
ment of capitalism in England, which secures to the
population the second highest standard of living in the
world, bloody revolution, in the absence of war, is not
possible.
Thus America and England, left in peace, will evolve
to the final stages of capitalist evolution and Com-
munism in America has a far more straightforward
path before it than in England. Backing on inter-
national neutrality, the American Left is free to devote
its entire strength to the preparation of the American
mind for the economic and intellectual consequences of
peaceful expropriation, a peaceful revolution that will
probably not occur until capitalism, by its own
internal development, shall have reached the stage of
self-negation, monopolistic Socialisation.
In England the task is doubly difficult; the dangers
doubly grave. Communists in England must address
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